Tape Believed Cut to Hide 
Nixon’s Urging of Cover -Un 
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. A March 17, 1973, presi- 
dential tape was apparently 
edited before being made 
public by the White House 
to eliminate a passage in 
which President Nixon 
urged that the Watergate 
cover-up investigation be 
blocked from implicating 
himself and his top aide, 
according to evidence re- 
leased yesterday by the 
House Judiciary Committee. 

According to the Judici- 
ary Committee’s “statement 
of information” on the 
cover-up, Mr. Nixon told 
then White House Counsel 
John W. Dean III, “ ‘We’ve 
got to cut that off. We can’t 
have that go to (then White 
House chief of staff H. R. 
Haldeman.’ 

“The President said,” ac- 
cording to the Judiciary 
Committee document, “that 
looking to the future there 
were problems and that 
(former Nixon campaign of- 
ficial Jeb Stuart) Magruder 
could bring it to Haldeman 
and that could bring it to 
the White House, to the 
President. 

“The President said, 
‘We’ve got to cut that back. 
That ought to be cut out**” 


The Judiciary Committee 
document noted that this en- 
tire passage was not con- 
tained in the March 17, 1973, 
transcript of the Nixon-Dean 
meeting supplied to the 
Committee by the White 
House on April 30, 1974. 

According to the Commit- 
tee report, however, the 
Committee has obtained a 
June 4, 1973, IVhite House 
tape in which President 
Nixon, “after having lis- 
tened to the tape recordng 
of the March 17, 1973, meet- 
ing,” discussed his recollec- 
tions of it with presidential 
press secretary Ronald Zie- 
gler and revealed the com- 
ments disclosed by the Com- 
mittee yesterday. 

The statements attributed 
to President Nixon by the 
Committee appear to be 
doubly damaging to him 
since they contradict his 


previous assertions that he 
knew nothing of the cover- 
up until March 21, 1973, and 
because they also appear to 
show him as an advocate of 
the cover-up. 

The Judiciary Committee 
report on “Events following 
the Watergate break-in” dur- 
ing the period from June 30, 
1972, until March 22, 1973, 
examines crucial months in 
which the cover-up was con- 
ceived and carried out. 

The 1,281 pages of Judici- 
ary Committee evidence for 
this period contain relative- 
ly little that has not previ- 
ously been made public. But 
the report’s documented - 
chronological accounts puts 
individual events of the 
cover-up into perspective 
and provides the clearest 
official account yet of how 
Nixon re-election committee 
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The Watergate Evidence 

• A special 12-page section of excerpts from the 
House Judiciary Committee’s report on the evidence 
it has obtained in its impeachment investigation of 
President Nixon begins on Page A21. 

• Stories based on the report and other stories 
related to Watergate are on Pages A15 to A17. 


